Song of Solomon 2:6

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth

embrace me.

Analysis

His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. This
tender verse describes intimate physical closeness. The Hebrew 'semolo tachat
leroshi vimino techabbekeni' (1i7ann am1n 'wina7 nnn 178nw) pictures the beloved
cradling the bride's head with his left hand while his right arm embraces her. The
positioning suggests reclining together—perhaps at a feast (following verse 4's
banqueting house) or in rest. The left hand 'under my head' provides support and
protection, while the right hand's embrace expresses affection and security.

This verse celebrates covenant love's physical tenderness—strong yet gentle,
protective yet intimate. The bride rests securely in the beloved's arms, supported
and embraced. The dual action (supporting and embracing) models complete care:
meeting practical needs while expressing affectionate love. Spiritually, this
represents believers resting in Christ's strong yet tender care—He upholds (left
hand supporting) while drawing near in intimate fellowship (right hand
embracing). The imagery anticipates Jesus's promise: 'Come unto me... and I will
give you rest' (Matthew 11:28), and the Father's embrace of the returning prodigal
(Luke 15:20).

Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern banquets involved reclining on cushions or couches, making
the posture described here natural for intimate dining or rest. The left-right
distinction may reflect handedness convention—the left hand provides foundation/



support while the dominant right hand performs active embrace. The imagery
would resonate with original readers familiar with reclining customs. Early church
fathers saw this as the soul resting in God's embrace—secure in His supporting
grace (left hand) and experiencing His intimate love (right hand). Bernard of
Clairvaux preached extensively on resting in Christ's arms through contemplative
prayer. The Puritans emphasized that believers find rest not through frantic
activity but through trusting repose in Christ's finished work and faithful care.
Modern readers see both marital application (spouses providing physical affection,
security, and tenderness) and spiritual reality (resting in Christ's unfailing support
and intimate presence).

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How do you experience resting in Christ's 'embrace'—His left hand
supporting you and His right hand drawing you near in intimate fellowship?

2. In marriage, how can you provide both support (meeting practical needs) and
embrace (expressing tender affection) for your spouse?

Interlinear Text

78D DD R WNYY 1 amy 7200

His left hand H8478 is under my head and his right hand doth embrace
H8040 H7218 H3225 H2263

Additional Cross-References

Zephaniah 3:17: The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save,
he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with
singing.



Jeremiah 32:41: Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant
them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul.
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